
Glitter firefly lantern
Instructions No. 4004

Difficulty: Beginner

Working time: 4 Hours

With this cute firefly lantern, the lantern parade becomes a truly special experience. Its warm glow and charming
design make the lantern a wonderful companion for little explorers as they make their way through the dark
season. This craft project not only makes children’s eyes light up, but is also a lot of fun to make.

How to Make a Firefly Lantern:
Make a Glitter Lantern Shaped Like a Firefly (Fall
Lantern Parade)
First, print out all the templates. Cut them out neatly.
Have brown and black cardstock as well as a " vellum
paper " ready so you can trace the parts one after
another.

Trace the Templates and Cut Out the Basic Pieces
Trace templates A and B twice each onto the brown
cardstock and cut out the shapes. These pieces form
the base for the head and body. Next, trace templates C,
D, E, and F twice each onto the black cardstock and cut
everything out. These are the details, such as antennae,
legs, and other accents. Finally, trace template G twice
onto vellum paper and cut them out. The vellum paper is
important so that the lantern light shines through softly
and complements the rose-colored glitter look in an
atmospheric way.

vellum paper Insert and let dry
Glue the cut-out “ vellum paper-” pieces into the lantern
blank using “ handicraft glue .” Make sure the edges fit
snugly so that no gaps form later and the light shines
evenly. Then let the glue dry completely.

Assemble and Secure the Lantern Blank
Shape the blank according to the instructions and secure the tabs with hot glue. Hot glue provides the necessary



instant adhesion here so that the lantern remains stable during the lantern walk. Now insert the lantern frame into
the designated holes and bend the ends over. This ensures the frame sits securely and can later support the weight
of the lantern.

Designing the Wings: Decorating the Windmill Foil with “ straw silk paper ”
Trace templates H and I twice each onto the pinwheel foil and cut them out. Pinwheel foil is a transparent, sturdy
craft plastic that works well for luminous wings. Coat one side of each wing, one at a time, with “ napkin varnish ”
and stick “ straw silk paper ” onto it until the entire wing is covered. “ straw silk paper ” is a very thin, slightly
transparent “ Paper ” with a fine fiber structure that creates a shimmering surface. Then coat the wings again with “
napkin varnish. ” This seals the “ straw silk paper ,” smooths it out, and makes it more stable. Let everything dry
completely and repeat the process with all four wings. Once everything is dry, carefully trim off any excess straw
silk paper with scissors so the edges look neat.

Assemble the Head and Body
Glue the head and body together using handicraft glue and repeat this step twice to prepare both sides of the
design. Glue one antenna, one mouth, one eye, and one flower onto each side. These details give the firefly its
friendly expression and make the lantern a real eye-catcher at dusk.

Sticking the design onto the lantern blank: work symmetrically
Glue the body with the head to the lantern blank and repeat this on both sides. Make sure the parts are positioned
exactly opposite each other so the lantern looks balanced and hangs steadily on the stick later. Repeat this step
with the wings as well. Position the wings so they visually match the body and are far enough from the edges to
prevent them from bending.

Close the front, leave the back open
Now glue the two head pieces together at the front. Important: Leave the back open so you can easily thread the
lantern rod through later.

Attach the legs and hook on the “ lantern rod ”
Finally, glue one leg to the bottom of each side of the lantern blank. This completes the beetle shape and makes
the silhouette more lively. Now hook the “ lantern rod ” in place. If the light is too high up, untie the knot and re-tie it
lower down. This will help the glitter lantern hang more evenly, and the light will spread more beautifully inside.

Ready for the lantern parade
Once everything is completely dry, you can safely carry your glowing beetle lantern and have an atmospheric DIY for
the fall lantern parade. Get the right craft supplies and more lanterns-ideas right in the online shop and get started
on your next project right away.

Must Have



Lantern blank "Glitter", Rose
Grammage: 400 g/m²
Content: 1 piece
Width: 10 cm
Diameter (outside): 22 cm
Material: Paper

3,99 €

Item details

Quantity: 1 Add to
cart

New instructions
Straight to your inbox every week

https://www.vbs-hobby.nl/en/lantern-blank-glitter-a364110/?vcode=30230
https://www.vbs-hobby.nl/en/lantern-blank-glitter-a364110/?vcode=30230
https://www.vbs-hobby.nl/en/lantern-blank-glitter-a364113/
https://www.vbs-hobby.nl/en/newsletter/


Article information:
Article number Article name Qty

30230 Lantern blank "Glitter"Rose 1

26829 VBS Wooden lantern stick with LED light 1

706674-72 Photo cardboardLight brown 1

595179 Windmill / Mobile-Foil 1

706674-90 Photo cardboardBlack 1

706605-13 VBS Straw silk, 50x70cm, 3 sheetsLight blue 1

15058 Vellum paper "Fairy dust", 50 x 61 cm 1

120340 VBS Napkin brush/Decoupage brush 1

27545 VBS Napkin varnish "Matt"100 ml 1

27568 VBS Handicraft glue20 ml 1

51163 Hot glue gun, 15-80 Watt 1

21904 VBS Scissors "Soft-Grip", set of 2 1

620797 VBS Wobbly eyes to glue on "Round", 30 mm, 10 pieces 1

700184 VBS Wire lantern hanger, 10 pieces 1

616621 VBS Daisy blossoms, 50 pieces 1

register now

https://www.vbs-hobby.nl/en/newsletter/

